Meeting Minutes

1/9/2024 2:50 PM - 4:00 PM Shannon Thomas, PTA President

Allison Grigel | Allison Windes The minutes were discussed from the December

Andy Schrant | Kathleen Corley meeting and were approved with no questions.

© Allison Grigel made a motion to approve
© Christina Heard seconded the motion

© January's meeting minutes will be
Christina Heard | Alicia Marsi Cortere approved at the February meeting
scheduled for 2/13/24

Melissa Squiers | Tommy Chase

Aimee Hammer | Moniquea Gomez

Kelly Bryant | Amy O'Neill

Natalie Fehn | Ryan Quirk

Samantha Walker | Majken Berglund
Adam Meyer | Kelli Binder

Shannon Thomas | Larissa Quirk

Lisa Denton | Marycate Brickey
Madelaine DeVan | Jenny Henderson
Sarah SchallioOl-Hodge | Jenn Powers
Anna Freeman | Amanda Nieukirk

Jasa Buck | Rachel Trauner

Shannon Thomas — President

Kelli Binder — President Elect
Larissa Quirk — Treasurer

Majken Berglund — Secretary

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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PTA

The Mission of the Prospect Valley PTA is to support our PV families, teachers, and staff and to help nurture
a stfrong community that promotes connection, inclusion, and fun.

The 2024-2025 board members and attendees infroduced themselves. Attendees introduced themselves
and listed how many kids are currently at PV.

Meeting Minutes

Below is a list of relevant key terms, if needed:
Motion A formal proposal to put a topic to vote
beginning with two different phrases from two
different PTA members.

Motions begin with the following phrase:
“I move that...”

Motions progress with the following phrase by
a member who agrees with a motion:
“| second the motion” or “l second”

Discussion Every member is given a chance to
communicate their views on the motion topic
one after the other.
Discussion Rules:
R Listen respectifully, without interrupting
I. Listen actively and with an ear to
understanding others' views
lll.  Ciriticize ideas, not each other

Votes All votes will be conducted electronically via
email after the close of a meeting.
Note: A 2% majority is required to pass a vote.

Below is the Robert’s Rules process for the PV PTA:

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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® A member Makes a motion
® Another member who agrees seconds the motion
© The Board calls for discussion and invites open discussions on every topic
® An electronic voting form is sent after the meeting

@ A 2/3 majority is required to pass a motion

President’s Report — Shannon Thomas

Shannon reported on December activities and thanked some volunteers who headed the effort(s).

© The classroom holiday parties were a huge success.
< — Thanks for all you do and for ensuring all room parents had what they
needed.

lIl.  Calling all volunteers! We need a shadow for the Communications Chair. This shadow will work with
Michelle (current chair) to understand her role in creating the Flash on a weekly basis. We need a
volunteers to consider the role of President Elect for the 2025-2026 school year. Please reach out to
Theresa Woohull or Shannon Thomas if interested.

M. Shannon discussed a PTA closet update: The shelves are in. Committees who need to store supplies
near the front office may use our old PTA closet.
o — Thanks so much for the donation

IV.  Teacher Spoftlight — Specials teachers
o — STEM. This marks her fourth year teaching at PV, second in STEM. She loves
having kindergarten — fifth grade students. She also loves the Chiefs

< — Art. This marks her twelfth year teaching art at PV
o — PE. This marks her fifth year teaching at PV, 20 years in education
o — Music. This marks her 22" year at PV

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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Treasurer’'s Report — Budget Update

Expenses line item update: After reconciling December’s financial activity our present cash
difference is ~$26,000.

@ $117Kin the bank

O $76K thatis budgeted for expenses

© $15K carry over for the 2026-2027 school year

Larissa and Shannon discussed the following January expense requests:
© PTA Board ask: $1K per grade for a field trip. We did this last year, and each grade reported
great success. Please consider allowing us to support this effort this year as well

® Soccer goals: $5,600 for both (includes shipping and a discount). Alicia found two goals
that will last a long time and are movable via wheels that lock in place. The goals are
infended for kids aged 9-11 but are suitable for smaller kids.

© Load the Lounge: $600 to supplement the remaining part of the year. Moniquea is asking for
$200 for February, March, and April to supplement the donations. A staff member spoke up
and said how much the staff appreciates the effort

Principal’s Report

Andy explained that it is the time of year when he needs input for PV's general fund. The general
fund encompasses 90% of what we do at PV. The main forum for this is through Accountability
committee meetings, the next of which is 1/30. The ask is for participation in the accountability
feedback process for budget development. The meeting will serve to identify broad topics and
then narrow them down. Following that, Andy will send them to the PV community to vote on.
Andy explained he does a similar thing with the staff. Andy reiterated he would love it if the whole
PTA came to the meeting. Andy said a common question is, * Why don't | send out a survey to all
instead of working through Accountability committee meetingse” The importance of collaborative
committee meetings, which is a tenant of the district, mandates that Andy do things through them.
He stated he has never disagreed with trends that come from these processes. He noted that
usually what the community suggests is aligned with the staff’'s comments.

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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Committee Reports

— Becca Higgins: Shannon said that the carnival will be free to all students again this year.
There will be a major need for volunteers. PSA: Older siblings can volunteer. A signup will be coming
out soon
— Laura Mattox & Kristin Hume: N/A
— Madelaine DeVan: N/A
— Katia Doughtery: N/A
- N/A
- Rachel Trauner: Next week participating 4™ and 5™ graders will take a written test.
Those that do well will have the opportunity to participate in the PV Be on 1/23. The winner will be
able to participate in the district Bee located at Maple Grove during the first week of February.
@ Rachel needs help grading the written tests, which are available to grade beginning on
1/15. If anyone is interested in helping, please reach out fo Rachel
- N/A
— Allison Grigel: N/A
— Allison Grigel: N/A
— Theresa Woodhull & Lisa Denton: N/A
— Kim Davis: N/A
— Marycate Brickey: we are preparing for staff dinner for spring teacher conferences for

the evening of 2/5. We are thinking about soup and salad from Olive Garden. We will post on the
PV Facebook page for supplemental offerings (e.g., dessert, drinks). Say tuned for a sign-up genius.

Is it only on Facebook? | do not have social media, so is there any way to put it in the Flash?2

Marycate said that the Flash would be fine as well
— Moniquea Reef: N/A

- Samantha Walker: N/A

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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— Christina Heard et al: This committee presented. Some highlights are included below.

Please see page 7 for their presentation:

DA)

Looking back: 2024 wins include 12 large, donated planters (8 out front and 4 below the
main entrance), seasonal front entryway décor (e.g., the gratitude tree), and the PTA
sponsored indoor garden towers

« Seeds are planted and the lights are on
2025 focus item: The committee is starting a gardening club for the student body with a
focus on botany and nutrition, commencing on March 6™ (weekly) for 8-12 students. Kids will
be chosen using a lottery system. The committee will teach kids hands-on how to grow
plants using the outdoor planters. They will maintain them as well
2025 focus item: The committee is seeking an outdoor whiteboard for the outdoor
classroom. We are working on grants to fund it
2025 focus item: The committee is hoping to host a bigger Earth Day celebration. We are
wanting fo collaborate environmental club, the art club, etc. This event will help showcase
the new landscape committee programs (e.g., the garden club). Note: This planning is in
the ideation stage
How can you help? Join, participate, share your knowledge, etc.

— Emily Daniels & Jessi Streelman: N/A

- N/A
— Ashley Palubinski: N/A
- N/A

- N/A

- Samantha Walker: N/A
- N/A
— Hillary Joseph: N/A

— Shannon Thomas: This year the first hour will be for younger kids and those with sensory

needs. The latfter time will be open to all. Younger siblings are welcome to attend, older siblings
cannoft solely because it just getfs too crowded.

-N/A

-N/A

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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(XVII.  Batile of the Booles = This event for second-fifth grades centered around a love for reading and
some healthy competition is upon us, so expect a sign-up sheet soon. Each group has three kiddos

in it. There are 2-3 more practice battles scheduled. See the competition dates and details by
grade below:

© 2" Grade: 3/31 - The questions come from a 3 grade list. Each question asked can be
discussed by the group and then answered by the captain. Most groups do not have a
feam name yet, but Amy will be meting with them next week to iron that out

© 3" Grade: 4/1 - Each question asked can be discussed by the group and then answered
by the captain. Most groups do not have a team name yet, but Amy will be meeting with
them next week to iron that out

© 4" Grade: 4/2 - Each question asked can be discussed by the group and then answered
by the captain. Most groups do not have a feam name yet, but Amy will be meeting with
them next week to iron that out

© 5" Grade: 2/20 - They have been reading 10 Battle of the Books since October. They can
use handwritten notes, but nothing typed. Their test is computerized, graded automatically,
at PV. They have 30-45 seconds to respond to each question. The chosen captain will select
the answer after the team comes to a consensus

N/A

2/5-2/6 — Teacher conferences

2/13 = PTA meeting (offsite 5:30-7:00pm)
2/14 — No school

2/21 — Carnival (5-8pm)

1/14 — Connections team meeting
1/20 — MLK Day; No school

1/23 - PV Spelling Bee

1/28 — Skate City Night (5-8pm)

OO0
DEROCRDCR

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com
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Next meeting

13 February 2025 5:30 - 7:00 offsite.... Location TBD

66

Engaging children in school gardening programs has been shown to significantly enhance their knowledge
of edible plants and increase their preference for vegetables. A study published in Food Science &
Nutrition found that primary school students who participated in a 7-month gardening intervention
demonstrated a notable improvement in their ability to identify vegetables and reported a higher
preference for consuming them.

National Library of Medicine; Leuven, Reutenfrans, Dolphin, Leuven

B OUTDOOR PLANTERS

2024 Wins

12 large planters were generoushy donated by Lutheran
Hospital for our children to fill with plants, thanks to the
efforts of Christina Heard.

B BEAUTIFY FRONT ENTRANCE
The landscaping committee envisions, creates, and
mamtamns the seasonal front entryway decor

B INDOOR GARDEN TOWERS

The PTA voted to fund Mr. McConnell's request for two
hydroponic garden towers. We hope these towers can be
passed from room to room to enhance knowledge of
Botany, as well as provide aesthetic enjoyment for
school-wide events.

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com



PROSPECT

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Meeting Minutes

2025 Outlook

B Thursdays, 3/6 - 5/22, 10-15 kids 2:45-3:30pm

B GARDEN CLUB

Designed to provide a well-rounded, interactive learning expenence for students K-35, our spring after-school
garden club aligns with the growing season to teach kids all about plants - why they are important to us, how
to grow a garden, and how to give plants what they need.

Students will start seeds, watch them sprout, and tend to them, including planting and maintaining the

planters for students, teachers, and visitors to enjoy.

B ouUTDOOR B Northeast side of building

CLASSROOM
Chr existing lower level outdoor classroom could use some love. Our hope is that by filling the plamers and
acquinng an outdoor whitehoanrd, the space will be more accessible to teachers and students.

A goal of the landscaping committes in 2025 is to acquire an outdoor whiteboard for this area.

2025 Outlook

B EARTH DAY
PARTY!

B Tuesday, April 22, 2025, Location TBD

- Event: Earth Day celebration for PV students and families, (with the hopeful
collaboration of Ms. Luedtke and the Environmental Cluby).

. Event goals: spark interest in the outdoor initiatives, bring the community together,

celebrate sustainability.

- Event activities: (ideally) live music and a hands-on sustainable activity: potential

presentation about the outparcel [ outdoor space / contest for students.

. Benel

s: This event will foster environmental awareness, creativity, and engapement,

encouraging students and families to comnect with nature and learn about sustainability in

a fun and interactive way.

442
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Long Term Vision

B OUTDOOR LEARNING HUB

Goal: expand ouldoor laarning spaces and craate
community garden and’or addifional outdoor
space for studants, teachars, and the community
alika.

By enhancing the ouldoor classroom space—ie.,
tha cumant lowar outdoor dassroom—with sails, a
chalkboard, and necassary aching supplies, wa
will enabla teachars to conduct lessons outdoars.

Benefits: frash air and ouldoor tima; physical and
cognitive davelopmant in a natural anviranmant.

B COMMUNITY-DRIVEN EVENTS

Goal: incraasa ouldoor avants, like an annual
Earth Day celsbrafion, promole sustainability and
haalthy lving.

Benefits: outdoor evants provide studants with
raaklife opportunities to engage with thair
community, leam about anvironmeantal issues,
and practica sustainabla habits—all of which
contribute to their growth as environmantally
conscious and active citizens.

B ENHANCE SCHOOL CULTURE
OF LEARNING THROUGH

Goal: PN EN s davalop praclical skills and a
daaper connaction to the food they eat

The after-schoaol gardening club will teach plant
cara, sustainability, and gardento-table concapts,
All sudents will have the opporiunity to obsarve
gardan fowers at schoal, showeasing innovative
mathads for growing food in imited spacas.

Banefits: hands-on expariancas will inspira
students to explore sustainable practices.

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com



PROSPECT

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Meeting Minutes

.' ’ P Enroll your student in the Garden Club

Help us identify more funding. Currently
. . . evaluating: local businesses for donations,

HO ‘ NJ I O HE I P ‘ small grants, grassroots community
L donations, PTA budget

Let us know if you can lend a hand or want

. . . to participate, including summer

maintenance

Committee Chair CHRISTINA HEARD

Phone  (303) 815-9481 C Ontact

Email  caheardi gmail com

To plant a garden 1s to dream of tomorrow.

Audrey Hepbum

Reach out with any questions/comments to: prospectvalleypta@gmail.com



